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Review: 
• We started this wonderful study, “A Biblical View of the End Times,” last week, and 

we began by setting a proper foundation. 
• Our focus was on the fundamental character of God’s Word and what our response 

to it should be.  
• In that session, we learned: 

➢ The Bible uniquely CONTAINS and REVEALS eternal truth. 
➢ The Bible is God’s divinely inspired word to mankind. 
➢ The Bible is a reflection of its divine author. 
➢ The Bible supernaturally changes lives. 
➢ The Bible is meant to be understood. 
➢ The Bible is inerrant and complete. 
➢ The Bible is eternal. 

• God’s Word shows, within itself, that all these things are true. And because all these 
things are TRUE, there are implications for us. Here are three: 

➢ #1, we are accountable to ALL of Scripture – we should not dismiss or dilute 
any part. 

➢ #2, we should not assign value to the various parts of God’s Word – it is ALL 
beneficial to us. 

➢ #3, we should expect the Bible to be attacked – both from outside the church 
and from inside the church.  

 
Now, this is a series about Bible PROPHECY. A lot of confusion exists about the word 
‘prophecy’ or ‘prophet,’  so let’s get something straight RIGHT UP FRONT: 
 

• We live in a time when God’s Word is complete. Nothing needs to be added to it. It’s 
fully trustworthy ‘as is.’ The Bible itself makes this clear. 

• God doesn’t need to download any ‘heavenly Cliff Notes’ to supplement what He’s 
already provided to us. We’ve made that clear.  

➢ That means no one needs to be acting like an OT prophet today (like Ezekiel, 
Jeremiah, Elijah, Isaiah, Daniel, or even Jonah, etc.) 

➢ God is NOT revealing new revelations to pink-haired ‘prophets’ on YouTube 
and Instagram - - no matter how many subscribers they have…. 

➢ And God is NOT happy with anyone who claims to receive special revelations 
which are outside of Scripture and which the rest of us need to pay for. 
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➢ These kinds of folks are frauds and charlatans. They are not of God.   
➢ 1 John 4:1 says, “Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits 

to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone 
out into the world.” 

• The apostle Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 14:3, “The one who prophesies speaks to 
men for their strengthening, encouragement, and consolation.” 

➢ Since the completion of the 66 books of the canon (we learned about this last 
week), since the completion of the inspired Word of God, the role of ‘prophet’ 
in the NT is now one who speaks the truth of Scripture plainly and boldly. 

➢ The main purpose of the ‘gift of prophecy’ today is to teach the Bible in a way 
that others understand it. This is to direct, correct, or encourage the Body of 
Christ.  

➢ But common denominators of today’s prophets are ‘boldness’ and ‘clarity.’ The 
role of the prophet today in the church age is to state plainly – and without 
blinking - what the Bible says. 

➢ The ‘gift of prophecy’ today is intended to bring out the best in those who hear 
what God’s Word has to say. 
 

NOTE: There is a great example of this in Acts 15:32 - “Judas and Silas, also being prophets 
themselves, encouraged and strengthened the brethren,” 
 

➢ This is a post-cross timeframe, but it is before the completion of the full canon 
of God’s Word.  

➢ We see in this present ‘Age of Grace’ (the church era) that the role of a prophet 
is to boldly declare the plain counsel of Scripture – even the tough stuff - to 
the benefit of the saints. 

➢ Self-appointed ‘prophets’ are a dime a dozen these days. That should raise 
great concerns. 

 
NOTE: Paul makes the case in Romans 12:6, that we each need to focus on the gift God has 
given us.  He says, “We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your 
gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your faith;” 
 

➢ HUGE mistakes are made when we try to operate outside of our gifting – and 
many make this mistake. Paul says that SOME have the gift of prophesying.   

➢ That means others don’t – just the same way that we don’t all have the gifts of 
helps, or hospitality, or whatever.  

➢ Takeaway: Find your ‘sweet spot.’ Find your gift. Find what God wired you to 
have and do - and STAY there…. 

 
NOTE: We concluded last week’s session by briefly noting that God’s Word makes the case 
that the study and knowledge of Bible prophecy is very important. 
NOTE: Considering that last point, I now want to transition into Part 2 of “Setting A 
Proper Foundation”. 



 

 

 
A. SOME SCRIPTURAL EVIDENCE FOR THE IMPORTANCE OF BIBLE PROPHECY 

1. First, the Scripture’s CONTENT 
➢ Here is information to consider from the “The Encyclopedia of Biblical 

Prophecy” by J. Barton Payne (first printed in 1973) 
➢ There are 1,239 prophecies in the OT and 578 in the NT. These total 1,817 

prophecies. 
➢ These prophecies are included within 8,352 verses of the Bible. 
➢ Now, since there are 31,102 verses in the Bible, that means the 8,352 

verses that contain prophecy constitute 26.8 percent of the Bible’s 
volume. 

➢ Furthermore, over 1500 of the Bible’s prophecies concern Jesus Christ’s 
Second Coming.  

➢ For every prophecy in the OT about Jesus Christ’s First Coming, there are 
eight about His Second Coming.  

➢ Some scholars have concluded that Jesus Christ’s return also comprises 
one of every five verses in the NT. 

 
NOTE: Here’s where the rubber meets the road. If the Bible makes prophecy a priority – then 
so should we.  

• If a key emphasis in the NT is the Second Coming of Jesus Christ, we should make 
that an emphasis too.  

• If prophetic themes crop up throughout the entire Word of God, we should be seeing 
prophetic themes salting many pastors’ sermons, and many teachers’ lessons. 

• But we don’t. It was not always like this, and that leads me to the second type of 
evidence. 

 
2. For this,  I want to look at some ‘cases’ from Scripture (we saw the ‘content,’ 

now let’s look at the ‘cases’) 
NOTE: These are personal examples from God’s Word where we can clearly see 
that Bible prophecy was given emphasis, and we’ll look at Jesus, Paul, and Peter. 
NOTE: I’ll start with Paul. The church today ‘loves’ Paul – meaning, they ‘love’ the 
NT books he was divinely inspired to write. 

➢ After the four Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, the modern 
church probably gives most attention to the 13 or so NT books that were 
God-breathed through Paul (based on studies). 

➢ They teach ad nauseum (repeated often) about Paul’s instructions 
concerning Christian living, about his exhortations on love and grace, 
about gifts and giving, about getting along, living with direction and 
purpose, “finding our happy place,” and so on. 

➢ These are important issues that need to be taught to the church – don’t get 
me wrong. 



 

 

➢ But if the church today REALLY wanted to emulate Paul’s example, if 
church leaders today really wanted to LEARN from Paul’s own priorities, 
they would take a more honest look at 1 & 2 Thessalonians. 
 

QUESTION: What do we know about the two books of 1 & 2 Thessalonians? 
• They were among Paul’s earliest writings, preceded only by the book of Galatians. 
• IMPORTANT: The church of Thessalonica was a brand-new church. They were ‘infants’ 

in their faith. Paul visited them on his second missionary journey.  
• His time with this new church was very brief as Acts 17:2 indicates – most scholars 

suggest it was about three weeks (+/-). 
• Paul followed up his short time with the Thessalonian church with these two letters 

we call 1 & 2 Thessalonians - - and here it gets interesting. 
• Word had come to Paul that apostasy had infected this new Thessalonian church. 

These were heresies (‘untruths’) which conflicted with what Paul had taught them.  
• And so, Paul wrote 1 & 2 Thessalonians to COMBAT and to CORRECT this apostasy. 

 
NOTE: Let’s talk about that word ‘apostasy’ for a moment. What does ‘apostasy’ mean? 
 

• The book of Jude mentions apostasy a lot. It comes from the Greek word apostasia, 
which means “a desertion or a departure away from one’s faith or principles.” 

• In theological terms, it means a willful abandonment of Christian doctrine, or a drift 
“away from the Christian faith or from God.” (The Century Dictionary, vol. I, p. 265). 

• Apostasy boils down to a rejection of core truth. And so, it ultimately speaks of a 
separation of the people of God FROM their God. 

• Apostasy plagued the early church as it continues to plague the greater church today. 
 

➢ Ch. 2 of 2 Thessalonians dives into the core problem, and the content 
here concerns the Rapture and its timing, the arrival of the antichrist, and 
the Second Coming of Jesus Christ.  

➢ Paul dishes out a healthy portion of doctrinal meat in this chapter – it’s the 
sort of stuff you must chew on - - and you might choke on. 

➢ But here’s the kicker: he asks this baby church in 2 Thessalonians 
2:5, “Don’t you remember when I was with you, I used to tell you these 
things?” 

 
NOTE: It is easy to overlook or miss the layout of this situation, but here it is: 

• #1: The Thessalonian church was new in its faith and organization. 
• #2: Paul did not have a lot of time to be with them and to instruct them. 
• #3: Paul used the little time he had to emphasize the themes of Bible prophecy. 

 
➢ It’s time for a reality check. It’s well past time for Christian leaders to wake 

up and see what’s going on here. 
o This was a young church, right? Yes.  



 

 

o And the believers in it faced external persecution and internal 
discord just like believers do today, correct? Yes. 

o And this very young congregation was trying to minister to the needs 
of those inside and outside the faith, right? Again, yes. 
 

NOTE: So, why Bible prophecy? Shouldn’t Paul have focused on Christian community, 
the love of Jesus, responsible tithing, making disciples, living joyfully, and what it means 
to care?  

➢ Maybe it’s the church of today that needs to learn something from the 
church of yesterday.  

➢ Our pastors, teachers, and “Christian leaders” would be wise to take an 
obvious cue from Paul.  

➢ Don’t just STUDY what Paul wrote. If you are building and leading a body 
of believers, then FOLLOW his example! He was following God’s 
leading. 

➢ It’s high time we reintroduced 25% of the divinely inspired Word of God 
back into our regular spiritual diets. 

NOTE: OK, that was Paul. Now let’s look at Peter  - - and to do that, I want to consider 
Acts Ch. 2.  

NOTE: Acts Ch. 2 tells us about the original Day of Pentecost. This is the start of the 
church – and rapidly, BOTH Jews and Gentiles became a part of it. This was a BIG DEAL! 

➢ There was nothing casual about this development since it went against 
all the social mores of that time. Jews and Gentiles simply didn’t mix. 

➢ Perhaps a good first sermon for this revolutionary social disruption 
would have been something like “Growing in Christian Community,” or 
maybe “How to Love Your Enemies.”  

➢ Those are good middle-of-the-road “churchy” approaches (things we 
might see today) 

➢ But Peter chose Bible prophecy instead. Peter chose that “fringe stuff,” 
that “non-essential” part of God’s Word – at least according to many 
misguided folks today. 

➢ Keep in mind this was the START of all of church history. The church was 
brand new. It had no roots, and it had everything yet to learn. 

➢ The church was on the ground floor; it hadn’t even gotten out of the 
gates – it had many needs, so why talk about “the day of the Lord?”  

NOTE: We will learn more about this later, but the phrase ‘the day of the Lord’ is one that 
is broadly used in the Bible. It describes that larger period from the Rapture on through 
to the end of the Tribulation. It is also used – at times – to refer to the last 3 ½ years of the 
Tribulation, and still, at other times it refers to the very final elements of those 3 ½ years. 



 

 

➢ But any way you slice it, ‘the day of the Lord’ was a timeframe that was 
far removed from the events of Acts Ch. 2, and the start of the church. 

➢ Be that so, the Bible outlines that Peter stood up, “filled with the Holy 
Spirit” in Acts 2:4, and preached a rock-solid sermon on Biblical 
prophecy, and about this future point in time. 

NOTE: Question: Why is it important that he was “filled with the Holy Spirit?” Answer: It 
shows Peter didn’t choose the topic.  

➢ Peter had a habit of shooting off his mouth as one of Jesus’ disciples. 
He did that a few times, but NOT here. Here, the Holy Spirit directed 
what Peter preached.  

➢ And the Holy Spirit – on the first day of the Christian church, guided 
Peter to preach on Bible prophecy, about future issues, from a rather 
obscure passage in the OT (Cf. Joel 2:28-32). 

NOTE: Much more could be said about “why” Peter took this approach - - and apart from 
the basic reason that it was Holy Spirit-inspired, here are two important thoughts we 
should consider: 

a. First, the chief goal of Peter was to call people to repentance.  
o In the lingo of today’s church, “It’s all about the Gospel.” Well – it was 

about the same thing at the start of the church too. 
o Peter said in Acts 2:38, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the 

name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.”  (Notice, it’s less of 
an invitation, and more of a command). 

o Peter preached on the coming judgments of Jesus Christ! He impacted his 
listeners with the prophecies of the Tribulation, and he revealed God’s 
forthcoming wrath on an unrepentant world.  

o This was Peter’s version of “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God,” by 
Jonathan Edwards. It had a similar force or energy. 

o And Peter’s sermon included the events of prophecy as he reminded them 
of God’s coming wrath and their own urgent need for salvation.  

o It was very effective! (Cf. Acts 2:41 – ‘three thousand souls were saved’) 
 

b. Second, Peter used Bible prophecy to remind his audience of God’s covenant 
relationship with Israel.  

o The book of Joel is a distinctly Jewish book, and Peter used it to emphasize 
God’s unilateral, irrevocable, and unconditional promises to the Jews.  

o Since Gentiles, too, would soon be coming to faith, the Holy Spirit guided 
Peter to use Bible prophecy, and to remind the Jews that God had not 
changed His mind or abandoned them. 

o God intends to keep His covenant commitments to His chosen people, and 
Peter underscored this by preaching Bible prophecy about the Jews. 



 

 

NOTE: It’s a tragic and indefensible state-of-affairs that many people in the church today 
subscribe to the heresies… 

• That God’s emphasis is now only on the church,  
• That the modern state of Israel holds no prophetic significance, 
• That God has somehow moved beyond the Jews, and…. 
• That God’s promises to Israel are now intended for the church. 

 
NOTE: None of that is true! It was the prophetic Word of God that the Holy Spirit used to 
subdue those fears and to correct that errant thinking in Peter’s time. It is the 
straightforward teaching of prophetic Scriptures that continues to remedy those same 
invasive heresies today. 

NOTE: So, Peter used the prophetic Scriptures to preach repentance and to affirm the 
unchanging character and promises of God.  Before that, we saw that Paul used Bible 
prophecy to correct wrong doctrines and to encourage young believers in their faith.  

NOTE: Now I want to look at the third case on our list, and this is Jesus. Here we see 
another example where Bible prophecy finds emphasis. I want to point out a few things 
concerning Jesus that some of us may not have considered before. 

➢ Let me segue into this point by saying Bible prophecy FOCUSES on Jesus Christ. 
➢ This is SO important because many churches today have convinced themselves 

that every part of God’s Word is “all about Jesus.”  
➢ Often, when they’re confronted with difficult questions and tough doctrines, they 

evade a proper response by saying, “That’s not important. It’s all about Jesus 
anyways.” (I’ve personally seen this over and over). 

➢ When they CHOOSE to sidestep their responsibility to teach Bible prophecy, they 
excuse themselves by saying, “We need to focus on Jesus.” 

NOTE: Let me be clear. This is a knee-jerk response that has been infused into the 
modern church, in part, by suspect ‘Christian leaders’ and organizations like The Gospel 
Coalition which have had a widespread effect on pastors and teachers. 

SIDENOTE: The church today has a big identity crisis. Its pendulum swings wildly. It 
tends to ‘jump on the bandwagon’ of the latest ‘Christian movement.’ 
 

• To illustrate, many churches have run, without any inhibition, after the shallow – 
and sometimes false - theologies of worship that are crystallized within outfits like 
Hillsong, Bethel, and Elevation. 

• A few years ago, many churches were all about the ‘Purpose Driven Church’ that 
was inspired by false teacher, Rick Warren (multiple concerns about this man). 

• More recently, The Gospel Coalition, founded by the late Tim Keller, has taken 
over the thinking skills and responsibilities of many churches and their leadership.  



 

 

• It is sadly steering these churches to do and say things that do not always conform 
to Scripture, and it’s common for them to all ‘parrot’ the same rhetoric as a result.  

• This ‘all about Jesus’ retort stems in part from this influence. 
 
NOTE: The plain truth is this: Bible prophecy FOCUSES on Jesus Christ, and if all these 
churches and pastors chose to study it properly for themselves – they would realize that. 

➢ Revelation 19:10 says, “For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.” 
➢ This statement is plain, but put another way, ‘Bible prophecy is all about Jesus.’ 
➢ We mentioned J. Barton Payne’s research at the beginning of this session. He 

identified as many as 574 verses in the OT that somehow point to or describe the 
coming Messiah, Jesus Christ.  

➢ Most scholars concur that, conservatively, Jesus fulfilled at least 300 specific and 
detailed prophecies in His earthly ministry. 

➢ The statistical odds of anyone fulfilling even a half-dozen of those detailed 
prophecies is astronomically improbable.   

➢ But Jesus fulfilled ALL of them, right down to the tiniest detail, and this is another 
reminder of the supernatural character of God’s Word.  

➢ And just as these OT prophecies pointed to Jesus’ First Coming, even more 
prophecies in the OT and the NT point to His Second Coming. We learned that 
already. 

➢ Jesus Himself spoke about prophecy extensively, both by fulfilling it and by 
teaching about it.  

➢ His longest recorded answers to ANY questions that He received were in response 
to inquiries about the End Times (Olivet Discourse: Matt. 24, Mark 13, & Luke 
21). 

➢ Jesus explicitly connected His own person and ministry to OT prophecies, and He 
taught his followers that he was the subject and fulfillment of many prophecies. 

For example: Luke 24:27 records, “And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he 
explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.”   

In Matthew 5:17, Jesus says, “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the 
Prophets. I have not come to abolish them, but to fulfill them.” 

➢ Much more could be said here, but the operative point is clear: Jesus affirmed that 
Bible prophecy is not only important, but its primary focus is HIM! 

IMPORTANT: Therefore, no one can justifiably argue, “It’s all about Jesus” IF they have 
chosen to ignore or diminish Bible prophecy. You simply cannot have it both ways. 

➢ Churches and pastors that say this and do this are showing a double standard. 



 

 

NOTE: Now, I’ve only briefly touched on some of the evidence for the importance of Bible 
prophecy. I hope these things are reinforced in your heart and mind. 

NOTE: I told you last week that I planned to address three things in this session: 
1. An outline of the benefits of studying Bible prophecy,  
2. The three rules of proper Biblical interpretation, 
3. A bit of church history that explains how so many took a wrong turn when it comes 

to Bible prophecy. 
 
BUT, I think I’m going to have to take those last two things and move them into next week. 
Given what we’ve covered today, I only have time to give you a solid overview of the 
benefits of studying Bible prophecy. 

 
B. THE BENEFITS OF STUDYING BIBLE PROPHECY (I have 9 to review with you): 

NOTE: These things are personal benefits – they are FOR YOU AND FOR ME… 
1. Bible prophecy exhorts us to Godly living – It is common to find NT passages about the 

end times paired with an exhortation to live Godly. 
➢ According to an article published by Christianity Today (2005) and based on 

research studies then by Gallup and Barna, American Christians (and I quote) 
“are as likely to embrace lifestyles every bit as hedonistic, materialistic, self-
centered, and sexually immoral as the world in general.” (No doubt, it’s just as bad 
today…) 

➢ Philippians 3:20 reminds us, “But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly 
await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ,” 

➢ The bottom line is we are not supposed to be defined by this world’s standards 
and sins. We are ‘strangers and aliens’ in it according to Hebrews 11:13. 

➢ We can say “no” to many carnal and suspect things in this world, and we are 
enabled to live Godly lives in it, WHEN our views are aligned with what is coming. 

➢ When we are genuinely looking towards heaven waiting “for a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ,” we are more motivated to endure as Godly believers. 
 

2. Bible prophecy gives us comfort and hope – It’s hard to find comfort and hope in these 
turbulent times, but a proper understanding of Bible prophecy does precisely that. 

➢ “To live is Christ and to die is gain,” Philippians1:21 says. This is a ‘win-win.’ But 
how do you know that if you don’t really understand what’s coming? 

➢ If you are a true believer who is properly grounded in the understanding of what is 
coming, you can be positive about the future and your place in it.   

➢ Titus 2:13 specifically reminds us that the Rapture is ‘our blessed hope.’ No 
matter what happens in this life, we have a hope that far exceeds all our trials. 

➢ And again, talking about the Rapture and the reunion we will have with our loved 
ones who have died in the faith, 1 Thessalonians 4:18 says, “Therefore comfort 
one another with these words.” 

➢ One of the clearest benefits to studying Bible prophecy is the comfort and hope 
we gain by doing so. 



 

 

 
3. Bible prophecy provides blessing – The Bible promises a blessing for those who study 

the prophetic Scriptures. 
➢ Revelation 1:3 says, “Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this 

prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it and take to heart what is written in it, 
because the time is near.” 

➢ There are three basic conditions in this verse: 
(1.) we must invest into the study of Bible prophecy,  
(2.) we must receive Bible prophecy with a right attitude, and  
(3.) we must believe Bible prophecy and adjust our views to include it. 

➢ The book of Revelation consistently ranks as one of the least studied books in the 
NT, but it’s the only one which promises this sort of personal blessing. 

➢ I find this fact somewhat ironic since Revelation is probably the one book in the 
Bible which folks are inclined to write off as ‘apocalyptic,’ ‘allegorical,’ ‘symbolic,’ 
or otherwise.   

➢ Sure – it has some of those elements, but not as much as most people think. We 
will see that in this series. 

➢ Besides, one cannot gain a blessing from reading and studying something that is 
not understandable. That makes no sense! 

➢ The larger point is: if one considers Bible prophecy to NOT be a priority, then they 
are missing out on receiving a blessing. 
 

4. Bible prophecy gives us stability – this is an important benefit considering the uncertain 
times in which we live – and that is true for those both inside and outside the church. 

➢ Ephesians 4:14 says we don’t have to be ‘little children” that are ‘tossed to and 
fro’ by false teachers and cunning interpretations. 

➢ Understanding Bible prophecy enables us to face present and future times with 
clear vision and stability. 

➢ It gives us stability when others around us are unstable, double-minded, shallow, 
and deceptive. 
 

5. Bible prophecy enables our spiritual health – I want you to go back and consider those 
examples of Peter and Paul we looked at earlier. As I said before… 

➢ Peter used Bible prophecy to preach repentance and to affirm the 
unchanging character and enduring promises of God.   

➢ Paul used Bible prophecy to correct wrong doctrines and to encourage 
young believers in their faith. 

➢ There are many ways the proper teaching of Bible prophecy enables our 
spiritual health. 
 

6. Bible prophecy helps us to avoid ignorance – we cannot be effective men and women 
of God if we are ignorant of the key truths of Scripture and of our times. 



 

 

➢ 1 Thess. 4:13 says, “Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed 
about those who sleep in death, so that you do not grieve like the rest of 
mankind, who have no hope.” 

➢ In John 14:1 we are instructed to “not let (our) hearts be troubled,” and 2 Thess. 
2:2 cautions us to “not be easily disconcerted or alarmed.”  

➢ Whether we are countering the deceptions in our culture, or the heresies within 
the church - the truths of Bible prophecy correct the ignorance, fear, discomfort, 
and alarm that plagues those who do not have understanding. 
 

7. Bible prophecy helps us to counteract materialism – contrary to popular obsessions, 
‘He who dies with the most toys does NOT win.’  

➢ 2 Peter 3:10 reminds us to keep a long-term perspective.  It says, “the day of the 
Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements 
will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything done in it will be laid bare.” 

➢ NOTE: Global warming doomsayers have NO idea of what’s coming… 
➢ Luke 12:20 is a verse from Jesus’ parable of the rich fool. The story is about one 

who emphasized his temporary life, and he failed to focus on his eternal life.  
➢ God speaks to this person and He says, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be 

demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’ 
➢ The bottom line is the material things we pursue and value in this life mean 

nothing in the grand scheme of things.  Many of us have our priorities upside down. 
➢ All of our material gains are going to disappear in a flash, and we’re not taking any 

of those things with us. 
➢ It’s best to live for the Lord right now and invest into your eternal rewards (we’ll be 

learning a lot about our eternal rewards in our sessions ahead). 
➢ Few things help us to counter worldly values like a proper grasp of Bible prophecy. 

 
8. Bible prophecy preserves us against spiritual apathy and doctrinal drift - a key reason 

Paul taught Bible prophecy to the infant church of Thessalonica AND to the young church 
of Corinth was to equip them to stand strong and be faithful. 

➢ 2 Peter 3:3-4 is one of the most insightful passages in God’s Word on this matter. 
It’s one we are going to refer to from time to time. 

➢ It reads, “Most importantly, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will 
come, scoffing and following their own evil desires. They will say, “Where is this 
‘coming’ he promised? Ever since our ancestors died, everything goes on as it has 
since the beginning of creation.” 

➢ (NOTE: I could teach an entire lesson [or two] on this passage, but here’s the 
summary): A clear mark of spiritual apathy is mocking Bible prophecy. 

➢ One sign of a church that is not as well-grounded in doctrine as it may think it is, 
is when it chooses to avoid Bible prophecy. 

➢ Paul, Peter, Jude, and John ALL gave attention to teaching Bible prophecy to the 
emerging NT church.  

➢ They knew it was important to protect the church, and to keep it focused on its 
calling and ministry. 



 

 

 
9. Bible prophecy purifies us against unholy living – living with an expectant perspective 

helps us govern our decisions and control our sinful desires. 
➢ 1 John 3:2-3 reads, “Beloved, we are now children of God, and what we will be 

has not yet been revealed. We know that when Christ appears, we will be like 
Him, for we will see Him as He is.  All who have this hope in him purify themselves, 
just as he is pure.” 

➢ It’s very simple here: if we are waking up each day expecting that Jesus Christ 
could return at any moment, that should influence our choices and conduct. 

➢ In Luke Ch. 12, we find the parable of the Master’s return. It is evident from 
reading that passage that Jesus Christ does not want to find us unproductive, or 
steeped in slothfulness, waste, and sinful habits upon His return. 

➢ We are ‘purified’ when we operate in this life with a constant attitude of righteous 
expectancy - looking FOR Jesus Christ’s appearance. It’s an accountability issue. 
 

 
NEXT WEEK: “Where Did We Go Wrong?” (provocative lesson). 

• We will learn 3 very important rules of proper Biblical interpretation – and I assure 
you, that if you faithfully apply these rules that we will learn, you will not go wrong in 
understanding and interpreting God’s Word. 

• That will lead us into a brief look at church history to see how and why a critical 
doctrinal fork in the road came about – one that inspired Hitler and continues to 
divide the church today. 

• We’re going to learn about Dispensationalism, Covenant Theology, Amillennialism, 
and something that’s very problematic called, ‘Replacement Theology.’  

• All said, we’ll learn more details that continue to develop this all-important 
foundation we are establishing. 

• This will equip us to better understand everything else we will be learning together. 
 

 
Solid Bread Community was started with a passion to teach the truth of God’s 
Word – every part of it, as it was divinely inspired to be understood. 
 
The rules are simple. First, teach what IS there. Don’t pretend the Bible is not 
saying what it is saying. 
 
Second, don’t teach what is NOT there. Don’t force a passage to mean 
something it really doesn’t. 
 
 And – number three, if the Bible states it plainly, we should too.   
 

Solid Bread Community, PO Box 431, Windsor, CO 80550 
Website: www.solidbreadcommunity.com 

Email: connect@solidbreadcommunity.com 
Please follow Solid Bread Community on Facebook and subscribe to our YouTube channel. 

http://www.solidbreadcommunity.com/
mailto:connect@solidbreadcommunity.com

